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OPA Daily Digest for 7/11/13
 
Congressional Inquiries:
 
Rep. John Shimkus (Ill.) – 7/1/13: Rep. Shimkus requests a West Lake Landfill site visit.  Due:  7/8/13.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (open)
 
State Government Inquiries:
 
Rep. Charles Isenhart (Iowa) – 7/11/13 – Requesting document on history and status of People’s Natural Gas Superfund Site.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199 (closed)
 
Press Inquiries:
 
None
 
Environmental Stories:
 
Think Progress - Republican Senator Admits He Is Blocking A New EPA Head Over A Pet Project - 7/11/13 - As the Senate’s Democratic majority prepares to meet Thursday
to consider filibuster reform for presidential appointees, one Republican Senator is demonstrating precisely why the current system is broken. Sen. Roy Blunt (R-MO) reaffirmed
Tuesday that he will attempt to prevent allowing a confirmation vote on Gina McCarthy because he is unhappy that the agency has not moved quickly enough on a levee project in his
state.
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2013/07/11/2280721/republican-senator-admits-he-is-blocking-a-new-epa-head-over-a-pet-project/
 
The Columbia Heartbeat - MIDKIFF: Death by a thousand waivers - 7/11/13 - People have criticised the luxury student apartments springing up around Columbia for shoddy
construction; inappropriate locations; over-capacity; and other issues.  How could this have happened?  they ask, as entire neighborhoods and cherished greenspace disappear.  
Don't we have regulations, ordinances, and building codes?
http://www.columbiaheartbeat.com/index.php/news/headlines/570-071113
 
Truth-Out - Thompson v. Heineman: The Lawsuit that Might Delay Keystone XL… Again - 7/11/13 - Nebraska Gov. Heineman slammed his fist on a table and raised his voice
as he said, “Do you mean to tell me that the DEQ doesn’t know what they are talking about and they didn’t do their jobs?”  The governor was addressing a group of Holt and York
County residents on Feb. 2, 2012.
http://truth-out.org/news/item/17480-thompson-v-heineman-the-lawsuit-that-might-delay-keystone-xl-again
 



St. Louis American - Residents grill EPA over Superfund site - 7/11/13 - Frustrated residents in Bridgeton and neighboring Maryland Heights are still at odds with Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) officials regarding the removal of radioactive waste at West Lake Landfill in Bridgeton.  Karl Brooks, EPA Region 7 administrator, led a heated panel
discussion recently at a West Lake Landfill public meeting held at Pattonville High School.
http://www.stlamerican.com/news/local_news/article_1efd7420-e9ae-11e2-9565-001a4bcf887a.html
 
Boston Globe - Environmental groups ask EPA to regulate runoff - 7/11/13 - Conservation groups petitioned the Environmental Protection Agency Wednesday to regulate
facilities that generate polluted runoff, part of a campaign to force companies to take responsibility for their environmental impact.  Under the Clean Water Act, the main federal law
governing water pollution, most cities must ensure that new buildings are designed to limit runoff.
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/07/10/environmental-groups-petition-epa-regulate-runoff-from-commercial-and-industrial-sites/SUjBxjQRTfA0EapZcYJIgI/story.html
 
Associated Press - Group Sues EPA Over Invasive Species Regulations - 7/11/13 - An environmental group said Wednesday it has sued the federal government, contending that
recently established regulations for ships to treat ballast water before releasing it into U.S. waterways aren’t strong enough to prevent more aquatic species invasions.The National
Wildlife Federation’s lawsuit asks a federal appeals court to rule that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency failed to meet Clean Water Act requirements with a permit issued in
April that applies to an estimated 60,000 vessels longer than 79 feet.
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2013/07/10/group-sues-epa-over-invasive-species-regulations/
 
Grist - EPA chief nominee clears one hurdle, but more lie ahead - 7/11/13 - Gina McCarthy is one step closer to being confirmed as administrator of the EPA, after a key
Republican senator dropped his filibuster threat. But other GOP senators are still opposed, so the absurdly long wait to fill the spot — a record-breaking 146 days and counting —
isn’t over yet.
http://grist.org/news/epa-chief-nominee-clears-one-hurdle-but-more-lie-ahead/
 
Washington Post - Shell settles with EPA, DOJ, to spend $115 million to cut pollution at Houston-area refinery - 7/11/13 - Shell Oil has agreed to spend at least $115 million
to cut harmful pollution at a Houston-area refinery.  The oil giant will also pay a $2.6 million civil penalty under the settlement announced Wednesday. Shell settled with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Justice after it was accused of violating the federal Clean Air Act.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/technology/shell-settles-with-epa-doj-to-spend-115-million-to-cut-pollution-at-houston-area-refinery/2013/07/10/e7c00d62-e9a1-11e2-818e-
aa29e855f3ab_story.html
 
US News and World Report - The Case for Gina McCarthy - 7/11/13 - A sustainable economy requires a balanced and pragmatic approach to regulation. Too much regulation –
or badly crafted regulation – can slow economic growth and burden consumers with higher costs. Yet too little regulation endangers the health of businesses; for example, when a
fishery is overfished to the point of destruction. Or when retail investors pull their funds from the stock market because the odds are stacked against them.
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/economic-intelligence/2013/07/11/filibuster-of-epa-nominee-gina-mccarthy-must-end
 
US News and World Report - Don't Axe Market-Based Timber Standards - 7/11/13 - If the American jurist John Marshall were alive in our time, he just might amend his
statement (in reply to Daniel Webster's legal argument) that "the power to tax involves the power to destroy." These days, the power to regulate, mandate, stipulate and otherwise
dictate can be just as harmful.  A prime example is the Environmental Protection Agency, whose coercive capabilities have grown over the past several decades to where it can hold
the power of life or death over entire industries.
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/economic-intelligence/2013/07/11/timber-standards-the-epa-and-overregulation
 
Newsmax - House Panel Passes Bill Limiting EPA on Energy Regulations - 7/10/13 - A House subcommittee has passed a bill that curbs the Environmental Protection
Agency's (EPA) authority to adopt energy regulations and would force an economic impact review of new rules.  The bill requires the EPA to provide a report to Congress detailing the
estimated expense and job impact of any proposed energy rules that would cost more than $1 billion, according to The Hill.
http://www.newsmax.com/us/epa-energy-regulations-bill/2013/07/10/id/514397
 
SustainableBusiness.com - EPA Approves Invasive Species For Biofuel Production - 7/11/13 - What is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) thinking? Although the
GOP incessantly tries to stop the EPA from over-regulating, the environmental community believes it often doesn't regulate well enough.  By approving mass plantings of two invasive



species to be harvested for biofuels, the EPA is opening a ‘Pandora’s box’, experts warn.
http://www.sustainablebusiness.com/index.cfm/go/news.display/id/25039
 
Press Releases:
Link to all R7 press releases: http://go.usa.gov/Qx5
 
Nature’s Best, LLC, to Pay $19,669 Civil Penalty for Violations of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act – 7/11/13 – Contact: Ben Washburn, 7364
 
Fact Sheets:
Link to all R7 fact sheets: http://www.epa.gov/region7/factsheets
 
None
 
Upcoming Administrator/RA Events:
* New additions noted with an asterisk
 
7/15-16/13 – Annual Budget Forum, Washington DC, Contact:  Julia Cacho, 7071
 
7/18/13 – Kansas City Bi-State Brownfields Coalition Kick-Off Event, Kansas City, Mo.  Contact: Belinda Young, 7463
 
7/23/13 – Meet with Governor Brandstad and IDNR.  Des Moines, Iowa.  Contact: Sarah Hatch, 7199
 
7/25/13 – Missouri Environmental Conference at the Lake – Lake of the Ozarks, Mo. Contact: Dave Cozad, 7587

7/26/13 – 2013 Regional Local Emergency Planning and Response Conference, Overland Park, Kan. Contact: Patrick Bustos, 7969
 
7/29/13 – Congressman Clay Carter Carburetor Event , St. Louis, Mo.  Contact: LaTonya Sanders, 7555

8/14-15/13 – Iowa Farm Environmental Leader Awards Ceremony, Des Moines, Iowa. Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557
 
8/27/13 – Visit Kickapoo Nation, Horton, Kan.  Contact: Wolfgang Brandner, 7381
 
DRA:

7/15-16/13 – Annual Budget Forum, Washington DC.  Contact:  Julia Cacho, 7071
 
7/17-18/13 - Executive Management Council, Washington DC, Contact:  Dana Peters, 7444
 
7/18/13 – FY2013 Cross Cutting Fundamental Strategy Mid-Year Progress Meeting, Washington DC.  Contact: Dana Peters, 7444
 
RA/Immediate Office

None



Other Events

AWMD

None

CNSL

None

ECO/EJ

None

ENSV

None

PLMG

None

RA/OPA

None

SUPR

8/13-14/13 – EPA/DOD Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program and Environmental Security Technology Certification Program conference, Washington, DC.
Contact: Clint Sperry, 7157
 
8/28/13 – State of Missouri – Chem/Bio Functional Exercise, Jefferson City, Mo. Contact: Megan Schuette, 7630

WWPD

7/12/13 – Nutrient Reduction Strategy Meeting, Jefferson City, Mo.  Contact: Bob Angelo, 7060
 
7/21-26/13 – National NPDES Permit Writers’ Conference, Shepherdstown, W. Virginia.  Contacts:  Glenn Curtis, 7726, Sunny Wellesley, 7136

7/24-25/13 – Public Water Supply System End of Year Meeting with Nebraska Health and Human Services, Lincoln, Neb.  Contacts:  Ken Deason, 7585, Scott Marquess, 7131
 
 
 



 


